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To @ Young Minister of the Gospel. 
} = LETTER 11. 

Dear Sir—Having in my last 
:ctter explored the firm ground of 
pone? truth, respecting the form 
and constitution of the Apostolic 
Churches; we shall now be under 
the necessity of stepping forward 
-f historical testimony, and in so 
doing, we are bound in justice to 
receive the best authorities the 


ri nature of the case will admit, and | 
r this reason, shall follow doctor ; shall lay down 





other authorities we may make 
use of shall be particularly noticed 
by reference. 

Your next enquiry is, How long 
did these churches retain their 
primitive purity, and by what 
means they apostatized, and how 
far. Before we enter on these in- 
quiries, we judge it necessary to 
give you a further view of the 
eround from which we shall pre- 
sently set out, and to this purpose 
the following theo- 


Mo: heim in preference to any!rems, which you must never lose 
S| sight of. 


ther; for, notwithstanding he has 


. ‘cn accused of partiality, when 
his own dogmas ; 


the test, yet he is 
eer ned for | iS D 


I 


rofound erudition, 


Ci tre “Pp iia’ resuge Hon, and unwearied 
‘lieence, in the pursuit of truth, 
1 the dete -tion © f CTTOr; 2 d to 
honor be it spoken, he de- 
ves the pr ference to al eccle- 
stical historian 1 have had ac- 
sto. In order that you may 
not be troubled with unnecessary 
quotations, you will observe, that 
when we shall use the words of 
this author, we shall eegulen 
them by a double comma, invert 


ed at the beginning and end; the 


are brought to;tles acted by divine a 
deservedly es-| agreeably to the direction of the 





Theorem \st.—That, the apos- 


1uthority, and 


holy spirit, in the constitution and 
form of government of all the 
churches planted by them. 
Theo. Id.— That these church- 
es were to be kept distinct and 
separate from the world, as fa 
as human prudence could e 
composed of none but such as vol- 
untarily offered themselves fdr 
membership, made a credible pro- 
faith in Christas the son 
ot God, and promised obedience 
to ms laws ae or dinanc eS agre 
xbly to the holy scripture 


- 
s 


fession of 


- 


>. 








oeicmveny TO ae 


pena? 
er 
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Theo. 3d.—That these church-) 
es were wholy independent of 
each other, and united in fellow- 
ship only by the bonds of christian 
love; Jesus Christ being their 
énly head, and the centre of their 
union. 

Theo. 4th —That the members: 





proof, which will authorise any 
man or set of men, to alter ox 
amend, or in any manner to change 
the form of church government 
instituted by Jesus Christ and his 
apostles. . | 

2. That ho events which could 
possibly happen (cxcept in one 


of these churches were perfectly! instance) could render it impossi- 


equal, and their government pure- 
ly congregational, i. e. the power 
of government was vested in the 
body collective. : 

Theo. 5th—That the officers 
of these churches were of two or- 
ders only, to wit: Ist. Presbyters, 
who are also called Elders, and 
2dly, Deacons; and that the elder 
who was called to the pastoral care 
ofany church was called the bishop 
or superintendant of that church, 
yet all these officers were in sub- 
section to the church. 

These theorems, we believe, 
are renerally acknowledged by all 
the well informed part of the chris- 
tlan community; but notwithstand- 





ine this, a number of these doc- 


ble for the church to preserve her 
primitive form of government 
pure, in any country in which 
they were permitted to live.— 
Ist. Because, it has existed tole- 
lerably pure nearly two centuries 
in the Roman Empire, where the 
church grew and increased amidst 
the preseure of trequent and bloo- 
dy persecutions. 2d. It has ex- 
isted and does still continug to ex- 
ist in several countrics of Europe, 
where the sects which adhere to 
it are but barely tolerated; and 3d. 
It now exists and greatly thrives 
in our happy land of liberty and 
equality: But we candidly ac- 
knowledge without the smallest 
hesitation that, that form of church 





‘ors have adopted the following’ coyvernment instituted by Christ 
maxims, to wit, that “it would be gnd his apostles, is incompatible 
wrong to conclude that such a’ with, and cannot subsist in the 
form of church government isim- form of a national church; and 
mutable, and ought to be invaria-' wherever a national church is ¢s- 
bly observed, which a great vari- tablished by law the apostolic plan 
ety of events may render impessi- must necessarily be altered be- 
ble”, and that, the regulation of cause incongruous thereto; for a 
this | church government | was In! congregational church cannot be 
some measure to be accommo-ja national one, unless we were to 
dated to the time, and left to the! suppose a nation composed of 
wisdom and prudence of the chief yone but real christians, which we 
rulers both of the state, and also’ ean never hope to sce realized.— 
cof the church.” The apostolic churches were to 
That these maxims are, in be kept seperate and distinct from 
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themselves, erroneous, and have the world; but a national church 


been in all ages of the church a includes every subject in the na- 
‘ruitful sovrce of evil, is evident Won, the wicked as well as the 
from the followime considerations,’ righteous, the infidel as well as 
to wit: Ist. There is not to be the truce believer; a nation 1s a 


f 
foi niin ali the New Testament, body politic, and a part of the 
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Lord and saviour is not of this 
world, it is purely a_ spiritual 
kingdom and separately distinct 
from the world. 

Before we advance m our in- 
quiry, it appears necessary to take 
notice of a remarkable prophecy 
of the apostle Paul respecting the 
object of our search, the matter 
of fact was as follows: The church 
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accession of Constantine (called 
the great) to the Roman Empire 
which happened about the year 

2; during this period, the chris- 
tians, and particularly the bishops, 
were perpetually in danger; these 
persecuting emperors checked, 
hindered, and kept under, the 
growth of ambition and lordly do- 
minion amongst the aspiring cler- 





it seems had misconstrued the! gy 
apostle’s first epistle, and were) 


ve 
a 


But when Constantine the 
great embraced the christian re- 


a. ‘ 
troubled thereat, supposing that! lgion about the year 325, this let 


the day of judgment was very near 
at hand. Paul informed in his se- 
cond epistle,* that, prior to the 
coming of Christ to Judgment,}¢ 
there should come an apostacy, 
[ enosatia | a falling away; and that 
a certain character should be re- 
vealed and made manifast, whom 
he calls the * man of sin’’, the son 
of perdition or destruction, the 
wicked one. He describes the 
character of this person, “ who op- 
poseth and exalteth himself above 
ali that is called God, or that is 
worshipped, so that he as God, 
setteth in the temple of God shew- 
ine himself that he is God’’—he 
shews us the manner of his com- 
ing, “alter the working of satan 
th all power and signs, and lying 
wonders’’—He further informs, 
{hat the mystery of iniquity had 
begun to work at that period; but 
was let, or hindred by some one 
who would continue to le ‘t, or hin- 
der, unl he was taken out of the 
way; and then, after the person 
who hindred was removed, “that 
wiekcod one should be revealed.’ 
‘This prophecy of the apostle has 
been amply fulfilled; the perse 
cuting emperors continued at dif- 
nt periods to vex, destroy, and 
th relentless fury, to persecut: 
the disciples of Jcsus, un 
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or hindrance was taken out of the 
}way, which gave full scope to the 
workings of the mystery of ini- 

uty which then began to ad- 
vance with rapid strides; so that 
about the beginning of the sixth 
century, it is generaily believed 
the man of sin must be undoubt- 
edly the Bishop’ of Réme com- 
monly called the Pontif or Pope, 
and answers exactly the descrip- 
tion given by the Apostle; for he 
is callet ‘“Jniv ersal Bishop, the 
supreme head of the Christian 
Church; he is worshiped by his 
sycophants at the time of inau- 
ruration, and arrogates to him- 
self the pompous titles of the vicar 
or vicegerent of Jesus Christ on 
earth—he is said to be infallible, 
and assumes the power to for 
sins, to grant indulgences in sin 
to depose kings and emperors, to 
dispose of countries, kingdoms, 
and empires; he pretends to car- 
ry the keys of earth, heaven and 
hell, to shut and none can open, 
to open and none can shut. It 
such a person will not answer to 
the character given by the apos- 
tle, we may truly say there never 
has as yet appeared any other 
character that comes neur to or 
resembles it. 
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22 T0 a Young Minister of ihe Gospel. 


we should not be ata lossto know 


the time when the Roman church 
became a corrupt and degenerate 
church and wholly apostatized 
from the purity & simplicity of the 
eospel; but writers are not agreed 


who took the pastoral care of such 
churches were termed Chorefiis- 
cofri that is country bishops; these 
held a middle rank between the 
city bishops and the presbyters, 
and in process of time the juris- 


on this point; the most probable ote spread around through the 


opinion is, that these events took 
place about the year of our Lord 
606. The primitive church did 
not degenerate suddenly, but by 
almost imperceptible innovations 
she gradually lost her purity.—l 
shall now proceed to point out 
some ofthe most obvious means 
by which she ultimately fell away. 
Those ministers who were 
atied to the pastoral care and su- 
perintendance of a church, and 
who in consequence thereof had 
been termed bishops, began carly 
in the second century to arrogate 
to themselves a kind of superi- 


adjacent country, and formed a 
kind of ecclesiastical districts, 
which were called dioceses by the 
Greeks; this is the true origin of 
diocesian bishops. There are 
some perhaps in our own time, 
who may suppose that, this was 
no material innovation, and a very 
snug way of doing business; but 
we will do wi eh to > remember; that 
it was an evident departure trom 
the apostolic sitlidtit It certainly 
produced its effects, and those 
cftects were pernicious. We ac- 
knowledge, that through the piety 
land humility of these primitive 


ority above the presby ters of the; iribis! Lops, no mate rial evil was the 


respective churches, esteeming 
themsclves to be of a hirher rank | 
and order; the ene ters in their 
turn supposed themselvcs above 
the deacons, and so in a short 
time there were three orders of 
church oflicers, rising cne above 
the other; this was expressly con- 
trary to the command cf our 
Lo: rd. ad 
‘hose bishops who had the 
care . of churches in cities, wou!d 
extend their labours with their 
presbyters in the adjacent coun- 
try, and in the villazes round 
aaa’ by this means, churches 
vere formed in the coun itry and 
se churches, instcad 
O { being constituted separate and 
independent bodies, were com- 
monly placed under the jurisdic- 
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immediate result, and had the 
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‘episcopal office been always filled 
with humble and pious men the 
‘effects would have been less per- 
nic lous, but this was not the case; 
for in process of time, the epis- 
ei 69 office became an object of 
ambition andlucre. ‘he bishops 
became proud and arrogant, espe- 
cially ssi as had the most opus 
lent churches under their care, it 
occasioned a remissness in disci- 
pline, so that more zeal was often 
exerted to gain prosclytes than to 
win souls to Christ, so that mul- 
titudcs of members were received 
into (he churches who had no 
cordial regard to vital piety. It 
rave the bishoy Ss power and influ- 
nce to trample upow the privi- 
leoes of the peopic; and lastly, it 
involved the bishops them sel Ives 
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2. About the middle of the se- 
cond century a number of false 
and spurious doctrines, and absurd 
erroneous opinions were indus- 
triously propagated to the no 
small grief of the truly pious and 
orthodox christians; these false 
doctrines caused rents, divisions, 
and endless distresses in the 
churches. To remedy this grow- 
ing evil, it was thought advisable 
to institute general meetings, to 
which each church should send 
delegates to set in conference, 
that, by this means they might 
concentrate their energies, and 
unite their counciis in the detec- 
tion of errors and false doctrines; 
and by their wholsesome advice,! 
restore peace to the distressed and| 
divided churches, bring them into| 
a greater uniformity of faith and! 
practice, and draw closer the bonds! 
of love and union. This associ- 
ation of churches had its origin 
amongst the Greeks, with whom 
nothing was more common than 
this confederacy of independent 
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In the first institution of these 
assemblies, it appears that the 
churches did not deviate from 
their original constitution, and 
that those councils were not only 
lawful, but might have proved 
singularly useful. If they had 
been circumscribed within proper 
limits, they then would have been 
viewed only in the light of adviso- 
ry councils, and might have prov- 
ed guardians, not only of the pu- 
rity of doctrine and discipline in 
the churches; but also of their 
independence, and the equality of 
their ministers. That this was 
the original design of the chris- 
tians in the institution.of these 
councils appears evident; for, at 
first, they were composed for the 
most part of pious and humble 
men; who, far from arrogating 
any power over their brethren, ac- 
knowledged that, they -were no 
more than the messengers or dele- 
gates of the churches, and acted 
by their eppointment and autho- 
rity. But in process of time, and 





states, and the regular assemblies 


which met in consequence thereof! 


at fixed times, and were composed 
of deputies from each state. But 
these ecclesiastical assembhes, 


were not long confined to the’ 


Grecks; their great utility was no 
sooner perceived than they be- 
came universal, and were formed 
in all p! 


laces where the gospel had 
been planted, and this is the be- 


rinnine of these associations of 


churches by their delegates, which 
were galled by the Grecks synods, 
and by the Latins councils.* 
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erusalem, mentioned in Acts xv. was the 


very probably early in the third 
century, they by degrees changed 
this humble tone, and extended 
the limits of their power; turned 
their influence into authority, and 
their advice into laws; and at 
length openly declared that Christ 
| had empowered them to prescribe 
authoritative rules of. faith and 
manners to his churches; hence 
the decisions of these councils 
were called canons, that is, rules 
or church laws; thus they began 
gradually to sap the foundation of 
the independence of the church- 
es. Nor didthe evil end here, 
for at the first institution and mect- 
ing of these councils, it became 
necessary to make choice of a pre- 
sident to preserve crder and 
corum, and to give « eons! 
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they usually poe d on the bish-| 
op who had the pastoral charge of 
the church im the races» of 
the province in which the council 
was held. It seems, they not on- 
ly chose him for the time pre- 
sent, but made his office perpet- 
ual, and further vested him with 
the authority of calling councils at 
any time or place he thought fit; 
this power vested in one bishop of 
every province, exalted him above 
his fellows, and destroyed that 
perfect equality which reigned 
amongst the primitive bishops; 
this is the true origin of the Me- 
tropolitan bishops, who, in after 
2ees, became ghostly rulers and 
oe over God’s heritage. 
Another innovation seems to 
hai e taken place in this century; 
in the primeval churches, whoso- 
ever made a credible profession 
of faith in Jesus Christ, and pro- 
mised obedience to his command- 
ments, was solemnly baptized and 
received into all the rights and 
privileges of church-membership; 
but afterwards it was thought ne- 
cessary to distinguish between 
christians of a more or less per- 
fect order; whoever was dcsirous 
to receive instruction in the prin- 
cipal and leading doctrines of 
christianity, was distinguished by 
the name of Cat: ;* these 
were placed under the instruction 
ofa minister who was termed a 
Chatechist, whose duty it was to 
teach, instruct and Eee these 
persons in order to perfect them 
in the knowledge of God, and pre- 
pare them for the holy ordinance 
of baptism, which was not admin- 
istered to them until they were 
judged proper subjects; neither 
were they admited to the lord’s 
supper, hor to sit in, or vote in 
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the church assembles, until afier 
baptism. This institution appear- 
ed plausible, and had for its object 
instruction before baptism; but i 
process of time it was the occa- 
sion of bringing in numbers int» 
the church, who were instructed 
no doubt, in the principles of the 
christian religion; but whose na- 

tures had never been changed b; 
divine grace; they had the name, 
but not the thing, religion in the 
head, but not in the heart. 

4. There arc a number of Jews 
who professed christianity in this 
century, and these in a greater or 
less degree retained an attach- 
ment to sudaism; and very pro- 
bably thro’ ignorance, imagined 
that the christian ministry had 
succeeded to all the honors and 
dignities of the Jewish priesthood ; 
they therefore called the gifts and 
donations of the christians, obla- 
tions and offerings, the lord’s table 
an altar, the lord’s supper a sacri- 
fice, the christian bishops high 
priests, the presbyters priests, and 
the deacons levites; these names 
were but mere sounds, but being 
once set In motion amongst the 
christians, produced their natural 
effects; hence arose tithes, first 
fruits, offerings, sacerdotal vest- 
ments, splendid garments, and 
other such religious trumpcery as 
was calculated to enhance the 
pride and {iced the vanity of aspir- 
ing mortal worms. 

But altho’ the seeds of error 
were sown, and the foundation of 
spiritual despotism laid in the se- 
cond century, yet there did not 
appear any material alteration in 
the original constitution and form 
of church government, owing: no 
doubt to the humility and vital pi- 
ety of the ministers of the church 
c-thae 
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‘ne foundation on which the as- 

piring clergy afterwards crected 

the throne of spiritual tyranny; 
yet, in justice to their characters, 
we are compelled to believe they 

did it with pious intentions, not 

aware of the effects; they certain- 

iy were, for. the most part, men 
sound in the faith, of exemplary 
lives, unwearied zeal, and deep 
humility; a number of them re- 
ceived a crown of martyrdom, 
and manifested in their death, 
vith unshaken constancy, the di- 
vinity of that religien which they 
professed, but peace to their ash- 
es, they knew not what was to 
follow, | Zo be continued. | 
Se 
MISSIONS. 

Trom the Seventh Report of the Bap- 
tist Missionary Board. 
Mission to Burmah. 

No intelligence from this mis- 
ion has arrived, of a later date 
than that which has been already 
puolished inthe Luminary. The 
Lord has manifestly appeared in 
vehalf of his cause in this dark 
region. ‘Len Burmans have been 
“aptized on a profession .of faith 
nthe Lord Jesus, and thus far 
save allappeared well. From the 
imour and activity of intellect 
i hich they manifest, and from the 
apparent growth in grace and 
\nowledge which has already been 
discoverable, there appears good 
reason to hape that some of these 
will become preachers, among 
their fellow centiles, of “the un- 
carchable riches of Christ.”’. The 
rovernment is despotic, the nation 
‘holly given to idolatry, and 

nrptoms of hostility.to the mis- 
on have appeared, of a nature 


cause both the missionaries 
nd ihe converts to realize tha’ 
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What christian will not pray for 
the sanctifying energies of the. 
Holy Spirit, and the light of the 


Sun of Righteousness, to be im- 


parted to these “dark places of 
the earth,” which are indeed “ full 
of the-habitations of cruelty.” Or 
who that can spare.a little of the 
good things received from a boun- 
teous Providence, will not feet 
pleasure in bestowing it, for the 
purpose of promoting the circu- 
lation of the gospel in a country 
where it is so much needed, and 
where prospects are so favoura- 
ble? War has, indced, we are in- 
formed, broken out between the 
Burmans and the Siamese; but 
this circumstance may, through 
the over-ruling agency of Him 
who is “ wonderful in counsel, and 
excellent in working,” operate fa- 
vourably in relation to the mission, 
rather than otherwise. Zhe Lord 
reigns; let the earth repoice. 
Anxious to strengthen this es- 
tablishment, the Board of Mana- 





gers are gratified with an an op- 


| portunity to announce the sailing 


of a missionary with his family, to 
join brother Judson at Rangoon. 
Mission to Chittagong. 

It was judged advisable for bro- 
ther Colman to retire from Ran- 
goon to this place, where, should 
it be found impossible to maintain 
the ground at Rangoon, the mis- 
sion might stili find a situation 
in which to pursue their object in 
a good degree, in relation to Bur- 
mah. At present there appears 
much reason to-hope the footing 
at Rangoon may be held, and that 
great gaod may be done at Chit- 
tagons also. The is no very 
recent intelligence brothe: 
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in Africa, of our missionary bre- 
thren, Lott Carey & Collin Teage, 
who went out in the Nautilus, has 
come to hand. The hope is che- 
rished that this small beginning 
will grow into a mission of great 
importance and usefulness. Ame- 
ricans owe much to Afriea; and 
it becomes them, for the multi- 
plied wrongs done to that country, 
to offer them the only retribution 
in the case—the gospel of the 
grace of God. 
Cherokee Mission. 

At the Valley Towns in the 
Cherokee nation, elder Humphrey 
has succeeded in effecting an es- 
tablishment which promises use- 
fulness. Mr. Dawson assists in 
the capacity of Lancasterian teach- 
er. It 1s much desired, thata 
farmer, a blacksmith, a carpenter, 
a millwright and miller, and a 
shoemaker, should be sent to the 
station to strengthen this mission. 
A female teacher is also needed. 

About eighty acres of land are 
enclosed, and under cultivation. 
This, with the stock already pur- 
chased, will afford means of sub- 
sistence and comfort to the mis- 
sion family, as well as aid in im- 
parting agricultural knowledge to 
the Indians. 

One hewed log building has 
been erected, 40 feet by 22, half 
of which is used as a school room, 
and the balance for scholars to 
sleep m till more buildings can be 
put up; a double cabin, 40 feet 
by 17, one end of which is the 
kitchen, the middle a sleeping 
room for the cook, and the other 
end fer the school master; a house 
for a blacksmith shop some dis- 
tance from the school department, 
eay three hundred vards; a small 
cabin with an adjoining room, cc- 








and family, connected with which, 
are two cabins, with a sleeping 
room between them, all in a row. 
Opposite to which, forming a 
square, is a row of cabins contain- 
ing a lumber room, and kitchen 
for the work hands. This is called 
the working department, and is 
about a hundred yards from the 
school department. There is also 
one horse stable,two smokehouses 
and a spring house, excellent for 
keeping milk cool in summer. 

At this station, are about forty 
or fifty Indian children receiving 
instruction, both in the elements 
of education, and in the arts and 
economy of civilized life. It is 
hoped the number may be increas- 
ed to atleast a hundred. These 
are fed and clothed, and taught. 

At Tinsawattee, about 60 miles 
to the southeast from the Valley 
Towns, a local school has been 
commenced. In this it is design- 
ed to instruct the Indian youth, 
but not to board, clothe, and lodge 
them. A comfortable schoo!- 
house, and a dwelling house for 
the master, horse stable & smoke 
house, have been procured at very 
little expense; and there is a pros- 
pect of a cansiderable number of 
scholars. 

This school, says Mr. Posey, is 
in a part of the nation where our 
brethren from Georgia have la- 
bored with apparent success; and 
there is at this time a very favor- 
able prospect. I sawa white wo- 
man, the wife of a Mr. Dough- 
erty, a quarter breed, baptized, 
with great solemnity, and the ap- 


!parent approbation of a number of 


Cherokees, and some white pec 
ple, by brother Sandidre, on: 

the committee of the Sarepta Mic- 
sion Society, on the 4th of April 
last. The teacher lived a everest 


cupied at pregert by Mr. Posey| while in the Cherokee nation, auu 








Mtssions—Conversion of an old Man—Revivals. 


isa licensed preacher. He is sup- 
ported by the Sarepta Mission So- 
ciety above mentioned. 

The pupils are very attentive 
to learning, and appear capable of, 
as great Improvement as any chil- 
dren in the world. Thev are af- 
fable, docile, amiable and mild. 
They already say to those who 
stay at home, ‘you will be of no 
account if you do not go to school. 
Their improvement in singing is 
remarkable, and their attention to 
worhip is unremitting. 

Fort Wayne Mission. 

About the sarne amount of im- 
provement has been made at this 
ytation .as at the Valley Towns; 
about the same number of pupils 
are here receiving instruction; 
and the same kind of auxiliaries 
are wanted. The prospects, also, 
are similar. Mr. M‘Coy has giv- 
ena most interesting account of 
an Indian preacher who lately vis-} 
ited him. This, with many other 
interesting extracts of Ictters, both | 
from him and from brother Posey, 
must be deferred for publication 
to a future number of the Latter 
Day Luminary. Mr. M'‘Coy’s 
state of health has been for some 
time low and precarious. Itis to 
be hoped it may be restored to 
soundness and strength, and that 
a life so valuable, and devoted to 
so much toil and usefulness, may 
be prolonged for many vears. 

peice 
FRUIT OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 
rom the last Report of the New-Hamp- 
shire Missionary Society. 
A man, sixty years old, un- 


able to read the word of life, 





too peor to cloth himself to ap-: 
pear decently in the house of 
God, and having attended no 
hia cag ‘us meeting for seven 





years, was searched out by the 


oO 


a 


rd 


ever vigilant eye of female be- 
nevolence, and suitably clad 
for the house of God. ‘The ve- 


iry first time he attended pub- 


lic worship, the word was 
blessed to his awakening. In 
the light of the sanctuary, he 
saw himself to be a vile sinner, 
on the borders of the pit, see- 
ing no way of escape. His 
conviction appeared to be clear 
and deep, and his anguish of 
soul great. Having never 
learned to read, he was very 
solicitous. to have others read 
to him the sacred Scriptures. 
So great was his mental dis- 
tress, that he could scarcely 
eat or sleep for several days.— 
In a few weeks, however, the 
Lord in mercy appeared for 
him, gave him relief, as your 
‘missionary states, and put in- 
to his mouth a song of praise 
unto our God. Vhat same 
poor old man isnow a member 
af the holycommunion. How 
important is a seat in the house 
of God! How blessed is that 
charity, which clethes the 
poor, and conducts them to the 
sanctuary! How extensively 
useful is that charity, which 
provides missionaries to go in- 
to the courts of the Lord, and 
to publish the good tidings of 
great joy, in the ears of the 
poor, who have been clethed 
and brought thither by the 
hand efchristian benevolence! 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

We ate informed that an 
extensive revival has taken 
place in Norfolk im this state. 
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28> Revivais. 


It coammenced first in the dis-'tive view.. The field now ap- 
trict schools. The plan adopt-'pears white for the harvest, 
ed by the church, of visiting. but whether it will please God 
from house to house, to con- to give and continue that spir- 
verse With individuals, has had it in christians, which will be 
a powerful effect in this, as followed by a revival among 


Well as in other places, in pro- sinners, is yet a question of - 


moting the revival. 


awful moment, I feel confident 


In Weathersfield, Vt. there that when this spirit is given, 


are about 200 hoping they: 


‘God will grant the blessing.’ 


have experienced a saving! It isstated in the Evangeli- 


change during the late revival 
in that place. In the north! 
society in Hartford, Vt. more 
than’ 50 have been added to 
the Lord during the last win- 


respondent observes, « The 
Lord is now pouring out his 


spirit, and about 40 are alrea-. 


cal Monitor, published in Ver- 
mont, that the revival in Mid- 
dlebury. is of a very interes- 
ting character, although it has 


not yet become very general. 
ter. In Walton, N. Y. acor-' 


Several students in the Col- 
lege, some young misses in 
Miss Burnap’s school, and a 


number in the village, indulge 
dy the subjects of hope.” In’a hope that they have recent- 
Pittsfield, Ms. God is carry-‘ly passed from death unto 
ing on a glorious work. 'tife. Many who yet have no 
We mentioned in our last. hope, are very deeply affected 
the prospect of a revival in{With a sense of ther danger. 
Georgetown, D. ©. Acorres-| Nearly forty have become 
pondent i in that place, under hopeful subjects of the work in 
date of June 7th. says: «* The. Sunbury. A revival has com- 
joyful news from Connecticut 'menced in Brandon, and 
rejoices the hearts of Chris-. Christians are much encoura- 
tians here, and has bcen one'ged that the Lord is about to 
means of exciting a strong de- appear in his glory to build ap 
sire, that we may not only: Zion in Castleton ; also that a 
hear of the grace of God, but great work is prevailing in 
see its blessed and glorious: Plattsbure as 2s. 5 
triumphs. The state of thin; os! In Bennington from 25 to 39 
here, is such as to excite the persons have, in the course of 
hopes of those who watch forja few months, given evidence 
the dawn, that we are about to'of asaving c hange A 
see the work ofthe Lord. For] In Hanover, °N. H. is the 
about a year the attention has'commencement of a work, 
been increasing. It is indeed which has encouraged the 


like the course of verretation, |friends of Zion to expect a 
not to be perceived at the time,{greaf accession to the Chureh 


but apparent by a retrospec-! About 40 aye rejou ing in hope. 




















Popish Oppression—Earthquake al Zanie. 


POPISH OPPRESSION. 
London, April 2. 

In 1805, an action was 
brought before Mr. Justice 
Day, at the Cork Assizes on 
the following grounds :—The 
plaintiff’s name was Donovan, 
a baker, ; the defendant, the 
Rev. Mr. O’Brien, Catholic 
Priest of Clonakilty. A sub- 
scription had been set on foot 
by this Priest, for the purpose 
of building a Roman Catholic 
Chapel ; Donovan was ordered 
to pay, as his affixed quota, 
the sum of 16s. Sd which he 
accordingly did; he was al- 
terwards called upon to pay 
| 9s. this sum he likewise paid, 
_ but observed at the sainc time, 
that he was very poor and 
could not aflord it.—A third 
demand was soon after made 
upon him by the Priest of 16s. 


which Donovan refused te 
comply with. On going to 


Mass the following Sunday he 
was asked by the Priest wheth- 
er he could pay the 16s, or not, 
he answered, that he was not 
jable. The Priest . rejoined, 
'T will settle you.” ‘Terrifi- 
‘ed at this observation, Deono- 
van sent by his wife, 16s. to 
the house of the Priest, whe 
then refused to take less than 
‘two guineas. On_ the follow- 
Ine Sunday, the Priest cursed 
firom the altar, all those who 
Bhad not 
towards building the chapel. 
Dohovan went om the next hol- 
iday te Mass, and was formal- 
Y excommunicated, and the 
rif (/ 
i 


, 
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bei j a4 j « 


jer! 


paid their demands! 
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contaminated, if they should ° 
deal or hold any communication 
with him. This threat was 
so effectual, that not one of the 
country people would sell a sod 
of turf to Donovan to heat his 
oven, and he himself was una~- 
ble to sell the flour which lay 
on hishands. Reduced to des- 
pair by his forlorn situation. 
he went to the chapel in a 
white sheet, and asked pardon 
of God and the Priest for his 
disobedience, and was there by 
the Priest commanded to at- 
tend him to his house, where 
the sum of two guineas was a- 
gain demanded ; but this sum 
he had no means whatever of 
making up, the excommunica- 
tion was therefore continued 
in full force against him, and: 
phe was obliged to shut up his 
house. ‘The jury gave him a 
verdict of fifty pounds dama- 
ees. 
ZANTE. 

Account of the Eartigquakes in Zante, 


Ec. communicated by the Reverend J. 

Lowndes. 

On Friday, 29th December, at 
a quarter after four o’clock in the 
morning, a most severe shock of 
an earthquake was felt here, which 
threw down several houses, and 
did very material injury to many 


more. Seven individuals were 
killed. The injury done in the 
island has been stated at more 
than 4,000,000 dollars, and this is 


probably a very moderate estima- 
tion. 

The city afforded a lamentable 
iSpectacle when day-lhght appear- 
ied; h 


ithems 
’ *. 





caps of ruins presenting 
elves in almost every direc- 


‘The duration of the shock 
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was very short, otherwise the de- 
struction would have been much 
ereater. Our house suffered very 
little. It is 29 years since so se- 
vere an earthquake was felt in 
this island, though many slight 
ones are felt every year. 

In the afternoon of the same 
day, Dec. 29, we were alarmed 
at the unusual darkness of the 
sky, which was succeeded by a 
tremendous storm of hail. The 
stones were of a very irregular 
size and shape—on an average, 
the size of a pigeon’s erg; some 
as large as ahen’s egg. At night 
rain came on like a deluge, which 
carried away a few of those houses 


This island is not at all settled 
yet; but appears almost constantly 
to tremble. “ The Lord reign- 
eth.” pO) 


[From the Religious Intelligencer.] 


THE CONVERTED JEW. 


We heard the following af- 
fecting anecdote related at a 
religious meeting a few days 
since, and have no doubt of 








its authenticity : 
Travelling lately through 


ithe western part of Virginia, I 


was much interested in hearing 
‘an old and highly respectable 


which the earthquake had left iniclergyman, give a short ac- 


a shattered state. A man anda 
woman were found drowned in 
the morning. 

The hail-storm came on dur- 
ing a procession, when the image 
of St. Dionysius was carried out; 
and, soon after, another earth- 
quake was felt. The procession 
has been arranged for the Mon- 
day following; but, as this was 


the proper day for it, and the; 
earthquake happening m_ the: 
morning, it was considered as a’ 
mark of the divine pleasure fer! 


changing the day, and the order 
for altering it was accordingly re- 


voked. 


count of a Jew, with whom he 


had lately become acquainted. 
Hle was preaching to a large 
and attentive audience, when 
his attention was arrested by 
secing a man enter having 
every mark ofa Jew on the 
lineament of his countenance. 
—~He was well dressed—his 
‘countenance was noble ; I tho’t 
‘it was most evident his heart 
had lately been the habitation - 
of sorrow. 
(and was all attention, while an 


! 


unconscious tear was oftengeen 





He took his seat § 


Every day since the first shock, | t© wet his manly cheek. After 
smaller ones have been felt; but Setvice, the clergyman fixe: 
on the 6th of January, about aihis eye steadily upon him, 
quarter before eight in the even-|and the stranger reciprocated 
Ing, the earth was much convuls-ithe stare. ‘The good minister 
ed avain for a long time. No gocs up to him ; ‘¢Sir, am [ 
damage of importance was done,| correct, am J not addressing 
nor any person killed. Nottce one of the children. of Abra- 


ham: «Youare.” «Bat how 


has since arrived from the Morea, 
which appears well authenticated}. 2. *U, : 
ae ae , tis it that I] meet a Jew in 
that Pyrzos, and the neihbour- bis 

+ hell : sasembhy led ‘ ar 
. . “a Feed 
overthrown by this second shock.| 3UbSfance of his narrative was 
2nd many lives have been lost. 75 POluws, 








ng villages, were almost entirely | Christian 





He was a very respectable 
man, of a superior education, 
who had lately come from Lon- 
don; and with his books, his 
riches, and a lovely daughter 
of 17, had found a charming 
vetreat on the fertile banks of 
the Ohio. He had buried the 
companion of his bosom before 
he left Europe, and he now 
knew no pleasure but the com- 
pany of his endeared child.— 
She was, indeed, worthy ofa 
parent’s love. She was sur- 
rounded by beauty as a man- 
tle; but her cultivated mind, 
and her amiable disposition, 
threw around her a charm su- 
perior to any of the tinselled 
decorations of the body. No 
pains had been spared on her 
education. Shecould read and 
speak, with fluency, several 


Converted Jew. 





different languages; and her 
manners charmed every be- 
holder. No wonder, then, that 


a doating father, whose head ;..., 


had now become sprinkled with 
grey, should place his whole 


this world. Being a strict 
Jew, he educated her in the 
strictest principles of religion, 
and he tho’t he had presented 
it with an ornament. 


It was not long ago that this 


daughter was taken sick. ‘The 
rose faded from her cheek, her 
eye lost its fire, her strength 
decayed, and it was soon appa- 
rent that the worm of disease 
was rioting In the core of her 
vitals. ‘Tlre father hung over 


; ‘ world beside !” 
affections on this only child of: 


his love, especially as he kuew| 45 
no source of happiness beyond| 





Si 


the bed of his daughter with a 
heart ready to burst with an- 
guish. He often attempted to 
converse with her, but seldom 
spoke but by the language of 
tears: He spared no trouble 
or expense in procuring medi- 
cal assistance, but no Human 
skill could extract the arrow 
of death now fixed in her heart. 
The father walking in a small 
grove near his house, wetting 
his steps with his tears, when 
he was sent for by the dying 
daughter. Withaheary heart 
he entered the chamber door, 
which he feared would soon be 
the entrance of death. He was 
now to take a last farewell of 
his child, and his religion gave 
but a feeble hope of meeting 
her liereafter. 


The child grasped the hand 
of her parent with a death-cold 
hand. ‘*My father, do you 
lore me?” «*My child, you 
I love you—tlat you are 
more dear to me than the whole 
‘s But father, 

“Why, my 
ld, will you give me pain 
soexquisite’? have I never eiv- 
en you any proofs of my love:’’ 
‘But, wy dearest father, da 
you loveme? The father could 
not answer—the child added, 


co you love me?” 





‘<I know, my dear father, you 
have ever loved me—you have 
been the kindest of parents, 
and Itenderlyluve vou. Wiil 
you grant me one request—Q, 
my father, it is the dying re- 
guest of your daughter—will 
you grantit:’? «* My dearest 





child, ask what you will, tho’ 
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it take every cent of my pro- 
perty, whatever it may be, it 
shall be granted. I will grant 
it.” «*My dear father, J beg 
you never again to speak against 
Jesus of Naxareth!’’ The 
father was dumb with aston- 
ishment. «I know,” continu- 
ed the dying girl, «I know but 
little about this Jesus, for I 
was never taught. But I know 
that he is a Saviour, for he 
has manifested himself to me 
since I have been sick, cven 
for the salvation of my soul.— 
I believe he will save me, al- 
though I have never before 
Joved him. I feel that I am 
going to him—that [shall ever 
be with him. And now, my 
father, do not deny me; [beg 
that you will never again speak 
against this Jesus of Nazareth! 
I entreat you to obtain a Tes- 
tament that tells of him: and 
I pray you may know him— 
and when I am no more, you 
may bestow on him the love 
that was formerly mine!” 


The exertion here overcame 
the weakness of her [feeble bo- 
dy. She stopped: and the fa- 
ther’s heart was toe full even 
for tears. He left the room in 
sreat horror of mind, and ere 
he could again summon sufii- 
cient fortitude, the spirit of his 
accomplished daughter had ta- 
ken its fiight, as I trust, to 
that Saviour whom she loved 
and honoured, without seeing 
or knowing. The first thing 


Converted Jew—Burning of Widows. 





the parent did atter cominit- 





Testament. This he read ; and 
taught by the spirit from above, 
is now numbered among the 
meek and humble followers of 
the Lamb! 


a 


INDIA. 


Account of a Suttee, by an eve witness. 
Burdwan, Nov. 27, 1820. 

I was yesterday evening 
present at the awful ceremony 
of a woman burning herself 
with the corpse of her husband. 
I was conducted to the house 
of the deceased, who was of 
the husbandman cast. I found 
the body laid on a mat, the 
widow seated by it getting her 
hair combed. When she saw 
me, she crept on her Knees to- 
wards me, begging permission 
to burn herself with the body 
of her husband. 

As soon asthe magrsfrale’s 
leave arrived for the awful cer- 
emony, the relatives placed 
the corpse on a bier, which 
they carried, and on which the 
widow was seated. She was 
carried tothe place of funeral 
amidst a large crowd, on 
whom she scattered parcled 
grain. ‘The funeral pile was 
nade in a hollow cone, dug in 
the earth, about four feet deep, 
and five fect diameter at the 
mouth. It was lined with dry 
wood, and parily filled with 
combustibles. Alter the wi- 
dow had bathed in an adjacent 
tank, the corpse was placed in 
the cone. At this time she 
was so cxhausted that a rela- 
tion was obliged to bear her 


ting to the earth his last carth-Jup in his arms. 
When agaitton her 


iy joy, was to precyre a New! 
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tore off a part of her robe, and 
wrapt it round her eldest sen, 
a child about eight years old. 
After this many men and wo- 
men fell at her feet and kissed 
them. The victim exhorted 
the women to follow her exam- 
ple, shou'd they be evepr“in a 
similar state. The boy now 
threw a lighted torch into the 
cone ; it blazed with great fury. 
‘The widow walked three times 
round the cone, throwing in 
rosin to enliven the blaze, 
from a pot which she had un- 
der her arm, then jumped with 
alacrity into the flames, and 
seated herself near the corpse. 
She was in a moment envelo- 
ped 1 in flames, which the crowd 
mnereased by throwing in tow 
and other combustibles, and 
she kept clapping her hands 
after the epidermis was nearly 
burnt off her body. Her hands 
then fell, she was soon dead, 
but the body still kept its erect 
seated posture, and appeared 


Burning of Widows. 







O°0 
like a statue of ebony amidst 
the raging flames. 

The crowd shouted loudly 
and incessantly, and said that 
such a resolute sutiee was ne- 
ver seen. The police, oflicer 
who attended, and had seen 
many suttees, told me he 
never saw one whiere the vic- 
tim was so calm and so intre- 
pid. Iwas within three yards 
of the cone ; the poor creature 
had her face towards me. [ 
shall never forget the dreadful 
sight; it was awful and horri- 
ble. When I first saw her, 
there was a wildness in her 





icalm and composed , 





looks; she was afterwards 
latterly, 
weak and exhausted, and agi- 
tated ; but when she walked 
round thé blazing cone, she 
was calm and collected. | 
She was about 50, her hus- 
band about 60. She had three 
children ;a daughter married, 
about 20, and two sons, one 
eight and the other seven, 
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si 
AN ORIGIN AL HYRXN. 
1. My heauty fades, my sight grows dim, 
{ soon must pass away ; 


This manly ferm—each active 


limi, 


Be cold and lifeless clay. 


8. The all of life we feel below, 
Will soon be spent and fled: 


Grim death ere long his lance w 


iil throw, 


And pierce the vital thread. 


. But vei 


he may defy the stroke, 


Who does on Christ rely; 


For tho’ the 
‘1 he SO! | ha 


thread of lite 
il ne 


be hroks, 
ver die. 









$4 Poetry. 


if ’ 4, And tho’ this mortal frame repose 
Beneath the humble sod, 

Th’ immortal mind shall mix with those 
Who worship with their God. 








5, There it shall join in holy song, 

) In praise and prayer divine ; 

With all the just, the heavenly throng, 
Thro’ endless ages shine. 


| : Ii 
, 
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| | Version of the 100th Psalm. 


i. Come all ye lands with one accord, 
2 With joy unite to serve the Lord ; 

| With grateful hearts your voices raise, 
And sing before him songs of praise. 


2, Kuow ye the Lord is God alone, 
His power hath made us, not our own ; 
We are the people of his care, 
The sheep that his rich bounty share. 


§. Enter his gates with thanks, and raise 
Your hearts to him in songs of praise ; 
Fill all his courts with loud acclaim, 
And bless the Lord’s eternal name: 


4. For he is gracious. kind and good, 
His word unchang’d, thro’ time has stood ; 
His truth and mercy shall endure, 
When time itself shall be no more. 





_— ~~ 
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